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Dear families,
Welcome to The Montessori School of Mallorca
guide to making the right choice of
International GCSE subjects.
Our oldest students in Secondary, aged
between 13 and 14, start in September 2022
with what the English national curriculum calls
Key Stage 4. For two years, they will prepare
for the General Certificate of Secondary
Education (GCSE).
While there are several subjects which are
obligatory for GCSE, there are others which
are optional thus giving the pupils an element of choice in their study
programme. This is a marked change from what they have received
educationally up to this point.
This booklet aims to inform both parents and pupils about the study choices
available at our school under our International GCSE programme 2022-2024.

Montse Povill Pacheco
Director
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Cambridge
International GCSE
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Cambridge International GCSE
Our school offers an International General Certificate of Secondary Education
(IGCSE) by Cambridge Assessment International Education.
The Cambridge IGCSE is an English language based examination and is recognized as
being equivalent to the GCSE. It was developed by University of Cambridge
International Examinations.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
The certificate is part of the University of Cambridge, with a 150-year
history of providing international examinations.

TRULY INTERNATIONAL
Offering an international GSCE to our students allows us to continue
with The Montessori School of Mallorca’s open and strongly
international orientation. It fits well with our flagship programme
throughout Primary and Secondary education, the Montessori Model
United Nations (MMUN).

A TRIED AND TESTED EDUCATION
Nearly a million students in over 10,000 Cambridge schools in 160
countries offer this certificate. A Cambridge education prepares
students for life, helping them develop an informed curiosity and a
lasting passion for learning.
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Our
subjects
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The subjects we offer
Compulsory

Options
Science

English
Language

Chemistry *

Mathematics

Biology *

(triple award)

(triple award)

Science *

Physics *

(double award)

(triple award)

Spanish

Information &
Communication
Technology
(ICT)

Languages

Arts

Focus areas

German –
First language

Music

Global
Perspectives**

German –
Foreign
language

Art & Design

Business Studies

Modern
Foreign
languages

History

Literature in
English*

* in close consultations with the subject specific teacher
** in continuation of the Montessori Model United Nations
In the Montessori School of Mallorca, all students (who do not have special
educational or language needs) are required to take GCSEs in the following subjects:
•
•
•
•

English Language
Mathematics
Science (double award, where students study Biology, Chemistry and Physics
and end up with two GCSEs)
Spanish Language
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In close consultation with the subject specific teacher, students can take GCSEs in:
•
•

English Literature
Science (Triple Science: students study Biology, Chemistry and Physics and end
up with three GCSEs

In addition, students can select some subjects from this list:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chemistry (as part of a triple award)
Biology (as part of a triple award)
Physics (as part of a triple award)
Information & Communication Technology (ICT)
German – First Language
German – Foreign Language
Music
Art & Design
Global Perspectives
Business Studies
History with a focus on the 20th century and the modern history of China

For the above optional subjects, there is a minimum of 4 students taking the IGCSE for
the 2022-2024 cycle.
The school can facilitate GCSEs in the Modern Foreign Languages. This following
languages for students who have sound support at home, e.g. a native speaking family
member, but there will be no tuition provided in school. The Secondary team would
offer support with regards assessments and distribute the necessary resource
material.
Dutch, French, Italian, Croatian, Greek, Portuguese, Russian, Turkish,
Japanese, Korean, Afrikaans, Swahili, IsiZulu, Arabic, Hindi, Urdu, Thai,
Bahasa Indonesia, Malay, Chinese

Costs
Fees per candidate:
Cambridge IGCSE…………………………92.46 Euro per subject (2021)
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Questions
& Answers
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Questions & Answers
How many GCSEs should you take?
10 is the average number of GCSEs taken. How many you need will be dependent on
what it is you are looking to do in your future. Studying a range of subjects at this
stage will be useful so that your child has a wider variety of options for later study and
career choices.

Which GCSEs do you have to take?
In the Montessori School of Mallorca, there are four GCSEs that are compulsory:
English language, Mathematics, Science (co-ordinated) and Spanish.

Which GCSEs should I choose?
We recognize that at this young age many students do not have their career paths set
in stone, but they should be able to recognize what they enjoy studying! Through
consultation with teachers and parents, students should gravitate towards subjects
which they find engaging and can excel in.

How many GCSEs do you need to get a job?
Most companies will expect students to have at least 5 GCSEs, graded 9 to 4, including
Maths, Science and English. If you are looking for a job requiring good GCSEs, it’s
worth bearing in mind that the majority of other applicants will have around 10 good
GCSEs.

How many GCSEs do you need to enter the next stage in the
British education system? (AS and A Level, bachillerato
equivalent)
Most schools and colleges will expect you to have gained grades 9 to 4 in your GCSEs,
including the subject you want to study at university. Requirements can vary from four
passes to six passes, so you should check with your school or college. Most post-16
educational centres require GCSE passes in Maths and English Language.
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How many GCSEs do you need for university?
Universities primarily care about A-Level performance. However, it is worth bearing in
mind that top universities will look at your GCSEs. If you feel like taking more GCSE
than necessary will affect your performance, it is worth taking fewer to focus on
quality over quantity. For example, 10 GCSEs graded 9 to 4 will appear a wiser decision
to universities than taking 13 GCSEs graded 6 to 3.

What if my friends don’t do the same subject as me?
Friends can sometimes help make learning that little bit more digestible, and we all
know the benefits of bouncing revision ideas from your classmates when it comes to
it. However, we’re sure your friends will still be there once you’re out of class. If you
learn to love a subject as much as you love your friends - this will really help you focus
on your own personal development for the bright future ahead of you.

Which examination board will you be using?
An examination board is an organisation that is responsible for setting GCSE
examinations, marking them and distributing results to students. Our school uses
Cambridge Assessment International Education.

How will GCSEs be graded?
Cambridge IGCSE is graded A*–G, Cambridge O Level is graded A*–E. Both grade sets
are well established, widely used systems that universities, parents and schools know
and trust.

When should GCSE revision start?
As GCSE courses are linear, it is important that students endeavor to work consistently
throughout the two years. Certainly, students will go through periods of concentrated
revision before external examinations and key assessments in class, however, there
will also be periods of time in which students will be working on coursework through
the two years. Guidance about revision and exam strategies will be taught by the
teachers in the subject specific areas.
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English
Language
English First Language (0500)1
The IGCSE English Language offers candidates the opportunity to respond with
understanding to a rich array of reading texts during the course as a whole.
Candidates will use these texts to inform and inspire their own writing, and write in a
range of text types for different purposes and audiences.
Candidates will develop both their speaking and their listening skills, delivering a
presentation, and responding to questions and engaging in conversations.
Candidates are encouraged to become appreciative and critical readers, writers,
speakers and listeners.
1

In exceptional cases, students can also take the IGCSE English Second Language (0510) or English Additional
Language (0472)
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Aims
The IGCSE First Language English is designed for learners whose first language is
English. The course enables learners to:
•

develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively when
speaking and writing

•

use a wide range of vocabulary, and the correct grammar, spelling and
punctuation

•

develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.

Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to
further their awareness of the ways in which English can be used. The IGCSE First
Language English also develops more general analysis and communication skills such
as inference, and the ability to order facts and present opinions effectively.

Assessment overview
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English
Literature

Literature in English (0475)
The syllabus enables learners to read, interpret and evaluate texts through the study
of literature in English. Learners develop an understanding of literal meaning, relevant
contexts and of the deeper themes or attitudes that may be expressed. Through their
studies, they learn to recognise and appreciate the ways in which writers use English
to achieve a range of effects, and will be able to present an informed, personal
response to the material they have studied.
The syllabus also encourages the exploration of wider and universal issues, promoting
learners’ better understanding of themselves and of the world around them.
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Aims
The syllabus aims summarise the context in which you should view the syllabus
content and describe the purposes of a course based on this syllabus. They are not
listed in order of priority. The aims are to develop learners who:
• enjoy the experience of reading literature
• understand and respond to literary texts in different forms and from different
periods and cultures
• communicate an informed personal response appropriately and effectively
• appreciate different ways in which writers achieve their effects
• experience literature’s contribution to aesthetic, imaginative and intellectual
growth
• explore the contribution of literature to an understanding of areas of human
concern.

Assessments
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Mathematics
Mathematics (0580)
An essential subject for all learners, the IGCSE Mathematics encourages the
development of mathematical knowledge as a key life skill, and as a strong basis for
more advanced study. The syllabus aims to build learners' confidence by helping them
develop competence and fluency with mathematical concepts, methods and skills, as
well as a feel for numbers, patterns and relationships. The syllabus also places a
strong emphasis on solving problems and presenting and interpreting results.
Learners also gain an understanding of how to communicate and reason using
mathematical concepts.
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Aims
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

develop an understanding of mathematical principles, concepts and methods
in a way which encourages confidence, provides satisfaction and enjoyment,
and develops a positive attitude towards mathematics
develop a feel for number and understand the significance of the results
obtained
apply mathematics in everyday situations and develop an understanding of the
part that mathematics plays in learners’ own lives and the world around them
analyse and solve problems, present the solutions clearly, and check and
interpret the results
recognise when and how a situation may be represented mathematically,
identify and interpret relevant factors, select an appropriate mathematical
method to solve the problem, and evaluate the method used
use mathematics as a means of communication with emphasis on the use of
clear expression and structured argument
develop an ability to apply mathematics in other subjects, particularly science
and technology, and the ability to reason logically, make deductions and
inferences, and draw conclusions
appreciate patterns and relationships in mathematics and make
generalisations, and the interdependence of different areas of mathematics

Assessments
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Sciences
(co-ordinated)

Sciences Co-ordinated (Double) - 0654
The IGCSE Co-ordinated Sciences gives learners the opportunity to study Biology,
Chemistry and Physics within a cross-referenced, scientifically coherent syllabus. It is
a double award qualification, earning two grades. Learners gain an understanding of
the basic principles of each subject through a mix of theoretical and practical studies,
while also developing an understanding of the scientific skills essential for further
study.
They learn how science is studied and practised, and become aware that the results of
scientific research can have both good and bad effects on individuals, communities
and the environment. As well as focusing on the individual sciences, the syllabus helps
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learners to understand the technological world in which they live, and take an
informed interest in science and scientific developments.

Aims
•
•

•
•
•
•

provide an enjoyable and worthwhile educational experience for all learners,
whether or not they go on to study science beyond this level
enable learners to acquire sufficient knowledge and understanding to become
confident citizens in a technological world and develop an informed interest in
scientific matters
allow learners to recognise that science is evidence-based and understand the
usefulness, and the limitations, of the scientific method
develop skills that are relevant to the study and practice of science, are useful in
everyday life, encourage a systematic approach to problem-solving.
Develop attitudes relevant to science such as concerns for accuracy and
precision, objectivity, integrity, enquiry, initiative, inventiveness
enable learners to appreciate that science is a subject to social, economic,
technological, ethical and cultural influences and limitations

Subjects
Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Characteristics of living
organisms

The particular nature of matter

Motion

Experimental techniques

Work, energy and power

Cells

Thermal physics

Biological molecules

Atoms, elements and
compounds

Enzymes

Stoichiometry

Property of waves, including
light and sound

Plan nutrition

Electricity and chemistry

Electricity and magnetism

Animal nutrition

Electric circuits

Transport

Energy changes in chemical
reactions

Gas exchange and respiration

Chemical reactions

Atomic physics

Coordination and response

Acids, bases and salts

Reproduction

The Periodic Table

Inheritance

Metals

Organisms and their
environment

Air and water

Human influences on
ecosystems

Carbonates

Electromagnetic effects

Sulfur
Organic chemistry
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Assessments
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Chemistry
Chemistry (Triple Award) – 0620
Sciences
The IGCSE Chemistry helps learners to understand the technological world in which
they live and take an informed interest in science and scientific developments. The
syllabus includes the basic principles and concepts that are fundamental to the
subject, some current applications of chemistry, and a strong emphasis on practical
skills.
Learners also develop an understanding of the scientific skills essential for
progression to International AS & A Level, further education or a career related to
science.
20

Aims
•
•
•
•
•
•

acquire scientific knowledge and understanding of scientific theories and
practice
develop a range of experimental skills, including handling variables and
working safely
use scientific data and evidence to solve problems and discuss the limitations
of scientific methods
communicate effectively and clearly, using scientific terminology, notation and
conventions
understand that the application of scientific knowledge can benefit people and
the environment
enjoy science and develop an informed interest in scientific matters which
support further study.

Subjects
1 States of matter
2 Atoms, elements and compounds
3 Stoichiometry
4 Electrochemistry
5 Chemical energetics
6 Chemical reactions

7 Acids, bases and salts
8 The Periodic Table
9 Metals
10 Chemistry of the environment
11 Organic chemistry
12 Experimental techniques and chemical
analysis

21

Assessments
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Biology
Biology (Triple Award) – 0610
Sciences
The IGCSE Biology helps learners to understand the biological world in which they live and
take an informed interest in science and scientific developments.
The syllabus includes the basic principles and concepts that are fundamental to the subject,
some current applications of biology, and a strong emphasis on practical skills.
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Aims
•
•
•
•
•
•

acquire scientific knowledge and understanding of scientific theories and
practice
develop a range of experimental skills, including handling variables and
working safely
use scientific data and evidence to solve problems and discuss the limitations
of scientific methods
communicate effectively and clearly, using scientific terminology, notation and
conventions
understand that the application of scientific knowledge can benefit people and
the environment
enjoy science and develop an informed interest in scientific matters which
support further study.

Subjects
1 Characteristics and
classification of living
organisms
2 Organisation of the
organism
3 Movement into and out of
cells
4 Biological molecules
5 Enzymes
6 Plant nutrition

7 Human nutrition
8 Transport in plants
9 Transport in animals
10 Diseases and immunity
11 Gas exchange in humans
12 Respiration
13 Excretion in humans
14 Coordination and
response
15 Drugs

16 Reproduction
17 Inheritance
18 Variation and selection
19 Organisms and their
environment
20 Human influences on
ecosystems
21 Biotechnology and
genetic modification
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Assessments
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Physics

Physics (Triple Award) – 0625
Sciences
The IGCSE Physics helps learners to understand the technological world in which they
live, and take an informed interest in science and scientific developments. The
syllabus includes the basic principles and concepts that are fundamental to the
subject, some current applications of physics, and a strong emphasis on practical
skills.
Learners also develop an understanding of the scientific skills essential for
progression to Cambridge International AS & A Level, further education or a career
related to science.
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Subjects
1 Motion, forces and energy

4 Electricity and magnetism

2 Thermal physics

5 Nuclear physics

3 Waves

6 Space physics

Assessment
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History
History
History - 0470
The IGCSE History syllabus looks at some of the major international issues of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, as well as covering the history of particular
regions in more depth. The emphasis is on both historical knowledge and on the skills
required for historical research.
Learners develop an understanding of the nature of cause and effect, continuity and
change, similarity and difference and find out how to use and understand historical
evidence as part of their studies. The IGCSE (9-1) History will stimulate any learner
already interested in the past, providing a basis for further study, and also
encouraging a lifelong interest in the subject. Both coursework and non-coursework
options are available.
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Aim
•

stimulate an interest in and enthusiasm for learning about the past

•

promote the acquisition of knowledge and understanding of individuals, people
and societies in the past
ensure that learners’ knowledge is rooted in an understanding of the nature
and use of historical evidence
promote an understanding of key historical concepts: cause and consequence,
change and continuity, and similarity and difference
provide a sound basis for further study and the pursuit of personal interest
encourage international understanding
encourage the development of historical skills, including investigation,
analysis, evaluation and communication skills.

•
•
•
•
•

Content
1) The twentieth century:
international relations since 1919
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Were the peace treaties of 1919–23 fair?
To what extent was the League of Nations a success?
Why had international peace collapsed by 1939?
Who was to blame for the Cold War?
How effectively did the United States contain the spread of Communism?
How secure was the USSR’s control over Eastern Europe, 1948–c.1989?
Why did events in the Gulf matter, c.1970–2000?

2) China, c.1930-1919 (Depth Study)
•
•
•
•

Why did China become a Communist State in 1949?
How far had Communist rule changed China by the mid-1960s?
What was the impact of Communist rule on China’s relations with other
countries/regions?
How far had Communist rule changed China by c.1990?
29

Assessment
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Spanish
Spanish Language - 0502
Cambridge IGCSE First Language Spanish2 is designed for learners whose first
language is Spanish. The course enables learners to:
•

develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively when
speaking and writing

•

use a wide range of vocabulary, and the correct grammar, spelling and
punctuation

•

develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.

Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and to
further their awareness of the ways in which Spanish can be used. Cambridge IGCSE
First Language Spanish also develops more general analysis and communication skills
such as inference, and the ability to order facts and present opinions effectively.

2

Also offered as Spanish Second Language
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Content
The subject content is organised in five broad topic areas (A–E below).
These provide contexts for the acquisition of vocabulary and the study of grammar
and structures.
The study of these topic areas enables students to gain an insight into countries and
communities where Spanish is spoken. The five topic areas listed below are described
in more detail in section 3.
A. Everyday activities
B. Personal and social life
C. The world around us
D. The world of work
E. The international world
The syllabus gives students opportunities to develop and apply a wide range of
foreign language skills. Candidates will be expected to read and understand a variety
of written and spoken texts on familiar topics. Candidates will be required to
demonstrate understanding of the main ideas, opinions and attitudes, as well as
select and extract relevant details and deduce the meaning of occasional unknown
words from context. They will also have opportunities to write in Spanish on familiar,
everyday topics, and to speak the language by taking part in everyday conversations.

Aims
•

develop the language proficiency required to communicate effectively in
Spanish at level A2 (CEFR Basic User), with elements of level B1 (CEFR
Independent User)

•

offer insights into the culture and society of countries and communities where
Spanish is spoken

•

develop awareness of the nature of language and language learning

•

encourage positive attitudes towards speakers of other languages and a
sympathetic approach to other cultures
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•

provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation

•

develop transferable skills (e.g. memorising, drawing of inferences) to
complement other areas of the curriculum

•

form a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for progression
to work or further study, either in Spanish or another subject area.

Assessment
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German
First Language

German – First language - 0505
The IGCSE German - First Language is designed for learners whose first language is
German. The syllabus develops learners' ability to communicate clearly, accurately
and effectively. They learn how to employ a wide-ranging vocabulary, use correct
grammar, spelling and punctuation, and develop a personal style and awareness of
the audience being addressed.
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Aims
•

read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding, enjoying and
appreciating a variety of language

•

read critically and use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and
improve their own writing

•

write accurately and effectively, using standard German appropriately

•

work with information and with ideas in German language by developing skills
of critical evaluation, analysis, comparison, use and inference

•

acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and
understanding of grammatical terminology and linguistic conventions.

Assessment
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German
Foreign Language

German – Foreign Language - 0525
The IGCSE German - Foreign Language is designed for students who are learning
German as a foreign language. The aim is to develop an ability to use the language
effectively for practical communication. The course is based on the linked language
skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing, and these are built on as learners
progress through their studies.
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Aims
•

develop the language proficiency required to communicate effectively in
German at level A2 (CEFR Basic User), with elements of level B1 (CEFR
Independent User)

•

offer insights into the culture and society of countries and communities where
German is spoken

•

develop awareness of the nature of language and language learning

•

encourage positive attitudes towards speakers of other languages and a
sympathetic approach to other cultures

•

provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation

•

develop transferable skills (e.g. memorising, drawing of inferences) to
complement other areas of the curriculum

•

form a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for progression
to work or further study, either in German or another subject area.

Assessment
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Global
Perspectives
Global Perspectives – 0525
The Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives provides opportunities for enquiry into,
and reflection on, key global issues from different perspectives: personal,
local/national and global. Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives encourages
awareness of global problems and offers a range of opportunities to explore solutions
through cooperation and collaboration. The course is not about getting everybody to
think identically; rather it is a matter of opening minds to the complexity of the world
and of human thought, and encouraging empathy for the diversity of human
experience and feeling.
Our approach encourages learners to be:
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Aims
•

become independent and empowered to take their place in an ever-changing,
information-heavy, interconnected world

•

develop an analytical, evaluative grasp of global issues and their causes,
consequences and possible courses of action

•

enquire into, and reflect on, issues independently and in collaboration with
others from different cultural perspectives

•

work independently as well as part of a team, directing much of their own
learning with the teacher as an active facilitator

•

consider important issues from personal, local and/or national and global
perspectives and understand the links between these

•

critically assess the information available to them and support judgements with
lines of reasoning

•

communicate and empathise with the needs and rights of others.

Content
Young people face unprecedented challenges in an interconnected and informationheavy world, not least in how they will gain a sense of their own active place in the
world and cope with changes that will impact on their life chances and life choices.
Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives candidates will have opportunities to acquire
and apply a range of skills to support them in these challenges, including:
• researching, analysing and evaluating information
• developing and justifying a line of reasoning
• reflecting on processes and outcomes
• communicating information and reasoning
• collaborating to achieve a common outcome.
Candidates explore stimulating topics that have global significance. They learn to
collaborate with others from another culture, community or country. They assess
information critically and explore lines of reasoning. They learn to direct their own
learning and develop an independence of thought.
39

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives emphasises the development and application
of skills rather than the acquisition of knowledge. Candidates develop transferable
skills that will be useful for further study and for young people as active citizens of the
future.

Assessment
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Modern
Foreign
Languages
For those students at our school that speak another language at home, we also offer
IGCSEs in a variety of Modern Foreign Languages: These include:
Dutch
French
Italian
Croatian
Greek
Portuguese
Russian

Turkish
Japanese
Korean
Afrikaans
Swahili
IsiZulu
Arabic

Hindi
Urdu
Thai
Bahasa Indonesia
Malay
Chinese

However, these languages are not taught in school. Students who want to pass the
IGSCEs in these languages will likely require additional studies and/or a tutor at home
to prepare for the exams. Students can, however, access study material and past
papers through the school.
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Art &
Design
Art & Design - 0400
The IGCSE Art & Design syllabus aims to encourage a personal response by stimulating
imagination, sensitivity, conceptual thinking, powers of observation and analytical
ability. Learners gain confidence and enthusiasm as they develop technical skills in
two and three dimensional form and composition, and are able to identify and solve
problems in visual and tactile forms. They also learn how to develop ideas from initial
attempts to final solutions.
The broad areas of study are:
•
•
•
•
•

painting and related media
graphic communication
three-dimensional design
textiles and fashion
photography.
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Aim
•

an ability to record from direct observation and personal experience

•

an ability to identify and solve problems in visual and/or other forms

•

creativity, visual awareness, critical and cultural understanding

•

an imaginative, creative and personal response

•

confidence, enthusiasm and a sense of achievement in the practice of art and
design

•

growing independence in the refinement and development of ideas and
personal outcomes

•

engagement and experimentation with a range of media, materials and
techniques, including new media and technologies, where appropriate

•

experience of working in relevant frameworks and exploration of manipulative
skills necessary to form, compose and communicate in two and/or three
dimensions

•

a working vocabulary relevant to the subject and an interest in, and a critical
awareness of, other practitioners, environments and cultures

•

investigative, analytical, experimental, interpretative, practical, technical and
expressive skills which aid effective and independent learning

Assessment
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Music
Music - 0410
Cambridge IGCSEs are accepted and valued by leading universities and employers
around the world as evidence of academic achievement. Many universities require a
combination of Cambridge International AS & A Levels and Cambridge IGCSEs or
equivalent to meet their entry requirements.

Aim
•

enable candidates to acquire and consolidate a range of basic musical skills,
knowledge and understanding, through the activities of listening, performing
and composing

•

help candidates develop a perceptive and critical response to the main
historical periods and styles of Western music
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•

help candidates to recognise and understand the music of selected nonWestern traditions, and thus to form an appreciation of cultural similarities and
differences

•

provide a foundation for the development of an informed appreciation of music

•

provide a foundation for further study in music at a higher level.

Content
When studying the Cambridge IGCSE Music syllabus, learners listen to, perform and
compose music, encouraging aesthetic and emotional development, self-discipline
and, importantly, creativity. As a result, learners enhance their appreciation and
enjoyment of music, an achievement that forms an ideal foundation for future study
and enhances lifelong musical enjoyment. Learners study music of all styles; each
style is placed in its historical and cultural context, and learners are encouraged to be
perceptive, sensitive and critical when listening. Although the majority of the syllabus
examines Western European music, the music of other cultures is always represented.

Assessment
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Information &
Computer
Communication
Science
Technology
Information and Communication
Technology - 0478
The combination of knowledge and skills in Cambridge IGCSE Information and
Communication Technology gives learners a solid foundation for further study.
Candidates who achieve grades A* to C are well prepared to follow a wide range of
courses including Cambridge International AS & A Level Information Technology.

Aim
•
•

an understanding of the basic components, use and application of different ICT
systems and networks
the skills to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate ICT systems
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•
•

the skills to understand the impact of current and new technologies on
methods of working in the outside world
the ability to recognise potential risks when using ICT, and use safe, secure and
responsible practice.

Content
The IGCSE includes types and components of computer systems, input and output
devices, storage devices and media, networks and the effects of using them, the
effects of using IT, ICT applications, the systems life cycle 8 Safety and security,
audience, communication, file management, images, layout, styles, proofing, graphs
and charts, document production, databases, presentations, spreadsheets, and
website authoring.

Assessment
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Business
Business Studies - 0450
The IGCSE Business Studies syllabus develops learners' understanding of business
activity in the public and private sectors, and the importance of innovation and
change. Learners find out how the major types of business organisation are
established, financed and run, and how their activities are regulated. Factors
influencing business decision-making are also considered, as are the essential values
of cooperation and interdependence.
Learners not only study business concepts and techniques but also enhance related
skills such as numeracy and enquiry. The syllabus provides both a foundation for
further study at Cambridge International A Level and an ideal preparation for the
world of work.
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Aim
• apply their knowledge and critical understanding to current issues and
problems in a wide range of business contexts
• make effective use of relevant terminology, concepts and methods, and
recognise the strengths and limitations of the ideas used in business
• distinguish between facts and opinions, and evaluate qualitative and
quantitative data in order to help build arguments and make informed
judgements
• appreciate the perspectives of a range of stakeholders in relation to the
business environment, individuals, society, government and enterprise
• develop knowledge and understanding of the major groups and
organisations within and outside business, and consider ways in which
they are able to influence objectives, decisions and activities
• develop knowledge and understanding of how the main types of
businesses are organised, financed and operated, and how their
relations with other organisations, consumers, employees, owners and
society are regulated
• develop skills of numeracy, literacy, enquiry, selection and use of
relevant sources of information, presentation and interpretation
• develop an awareness of the nature and significance of innovation and
change within the context of business activities
• acquire a foundation for further study of business or other subjects

Content
1 Understanding business activity
This section introduces the underlying ideas and concepts of business and includes
the purpose and nature of business activity and how businesses can be classified.
Enterprise and entrepreneurs, and why some businesses grow while others remain
small are further important issues. How business size can be measured, types of
business organisation, business objectives and stakeholder objectives are the
concluding topics.
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2 People in business
The focus is the functional area of human resources and includes the importance and
methods of motivating a workforce. How businesses are organised and managed and
the methods of recruitment, selection and training of employees are also considered.
Finally, the section covers the importance and methods of effective internal and
external communication.

3 Marketing
This section includes the role of marketing, the distinctions between niche and mass
markets and the techniques of market segmentation. The methods and importance of
market research are covered. The central role of the marketing mix, i.e. the four Ps, is
made clear. Marketing strategies to influence consumer decisions at home and in new
foreign markets are the final topics in this section.

4 Operations management
The focus is the functional area of production and includes the meaning and methods
of production and how productivity can be increased. The different costs of
production and break-even analysis are covered. The section concludes with the
importance and methods of achieving quality in the production process and location
decisions of businesses.

5 Financial information and decisions
This finance and accounting section covers the need for and sources of business
finance, cash-flow forecasting and working capital. Simple income statements are
covered as well as statements of financial position and the analysis of accounts
including why and how accounts are used.

6 External influences on business activity
This section focuses on different external influences on business activity and how
these impact on a business. It includes government influences on economic,
environmental and ethical issues and how they impact on the functional areas of
businesses. In addition, the international economy including globalisation and its
effects on businesses and governments, multinational businesses and exchange rates
are important issues. Legal constraints are an external influence to be considered but
these influences are covered in the relevant functional areas above, as well as in this
last section.
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Assessment
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